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Uvumbuzi Africa 

Uvumbuzi Africa is a Non-Governmental Organization 
dedicated to the Protection and Conservation of Wildlife 
and the Environment in Kenya and the broader African 
continent. The Name Uvumbuzi is derived from the 
Swahili word "Vumbua" which means to “discover”. In 
this context, Uvumbuzi Africa is premised on the concept 
of ‘Conservation by Discovery’ of the numerous, largely 
undiscovered natural habitats in Kenya and Africa. 
Uvumbuzi Africa’s flagship project “Sauti: Voices 
Unheard”, was conceptualized  with the aim of giving a 
voice to individuals and groups within the conservation 
space whose voices have largely gone “unheard”, or have 
not received the attention/audience they deserve.  It also 
aims to promote citizen driven environmental 
conservation, protection and governance.The major 
highlight in this newsletter is the Picnic Conversation on 
Conservation (PiCCs) under “Sauti: Voices Unheard”, a 
fun-filled outdoor interactive forum, where we engage the 
youth and women on matters conservation. 

 

 Message from the Executive Director 

Happy New Year and welcome to our inaugural 
newsletter aptly titled “Sauti: Voices Unheard” named 
after our flagship project. We are excited to share with 
you our achievements over the past few months in this 
issue and we hope that you shall support our projects 
and initiatives moving forward.2019 marked the launch 
of our interactive forums dubbed PiCCS (Picnic 
Conversations on Conservations) which adopts an 
informal approach to engaging in environmental 
conservation discourse with the youth and women. We 
at Uvumbuzi Africa are proud to be part of the 
movement to promote inclusivity on matters 
conservation, in a bid to ensure that sustainability is 
achieved in the sector. We firmly believe that the youth 
and women in general, must be accorded a leading role 
in conservation initiatives. We look forward to 
achieving more in 2020 and nurturing new partnerships. 

We welcome any feedback or comments. Please e-mail 
info@uvumbuziafrica.org  

Kind Regards 

Moses Kamau, Executive Director 

 

 
2 Volume 01  |  Issue 01  |  Uvumbuzi Africa Newsletter 

 
 

A Glimpse of PiCCs events  

 



Picnic Conversations on Conservation (PiCCs) 
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It was an extremely eventful last quarter of the 
year 2019 as Uvumbuzi Africa launched its first 
event, Picnic Conversations on Conservation 
forum on 26th October 2019 aimed at 
encouraging youth participation in 
conservation. Young Kenyans including 
students from various universities and colleges 
turned up in numbers to attend the event.  

The event happened on location at Oloolua 
Forest in Karen, Nairobi. Activities included hiking the nature trail in the forest and visits to the caves and 
waterfalls, catered lunch and scrumptious ‘nyama choma.’  There was a fruitful interactive session, where 
participants engaged in conversations explaining their journey and experiences in conservation. Most of 
these youth had previously expressed frustration at being “talked at” by experts at lectures/talks, and not 
being accorded an opportunity to express their views and opinions. It was this expressed frustration that 
inspired PiCCs so as to provide a platform upon which young people can share their voices on matters 
conservation, different conservation initiatives in which they have participated or are championing, 
different tools to encourage conservation, and/or why and how ordinary people/Kenyans should commit 
their efforts towards this worthy cause.  

Common themes that were echoed during the event with regard to youth participation in conservation, 
included:  
 The need for conservation entrepreneurship (how can the youth make a living through 

conservation?) 
 Personal ownership and accountability on matters conservation 
 The use of arts and music to raise awareness about environmental issues  
 The youth engaging in public participation in decision making processes  

  

 



Picnic Conversations on Conservation (PiCCs) 
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On the 30th November 2019, we held yet another fun-filled PiCCs event with a focus on gender conversations on conservation 
(particularly women) at Oloolua Forest in Karen, Nairobi. Similarly, the forum was attended by diverse women and men 
from various backgrounds.  

 

There was enlightening conversations on the extent and impact of women’s participation in environmental conservation, 
community decision making and equal say in the utilization of natural resources and environmental matters.  The general 
consensus was that to ensure sustainability in environmental protection, a gender-responsive approach needs to be 
encouraged and championed.  

  

The outdoor activities by the participants during PiCCs events were aimed at enhancing their personal experiences to nurture 
their interest and sense of ownership towards the natural environment, sensitvity and positive environmental attitudes.  
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 Marafiki Green Leaders and 
Chapati festival 

December 2019 saw the Uvumbuzi team visit one of its 
partner’s Marafiki Green Leaders who are based in 
Kibra. The trip included site visits as well as 
attendance of a Christmas community event known as 
the Chapati festival, which included activities such as 
kids fun, poetry, music, dance and feasting on plenty 
of delicious chapatis. Uvumbuzi was amongst the 
organisations funding the event. Also in attendance 
was Dr. Hasmukh Dawda of the Dawda foundation 
who funded the event, and Francis Orasa, the founder 
of gun-repossession enterprise known as “Drop the 
Gun Initiative”. Discussions were followed by a general 
consensus that it is crucial for continued support 
extended to Kibra based on empowerment as opposed 
to charity. 

 

Environmental Conservation projects in 
Urban Slum Communities 

In December 2019, an exciting visit to Slum Going Green and 
Clean workshop in Kibra slum, a young enterprise aimed at    
waste management and upcycling to boost their local livelihood. 
The workshop was built from waste glass bottles & cement 
allowing  the sunlight to colorfully illuminate the inside of the 
structure through the bottles. This was followed by fun ‘message  
in a   bottle’ exercise for the guys at the workshop.  
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Impressive upcycling projects towards conservation 
entrepreneurship by making functional items & art from waste 
products to create employment opportunities for themselves & 
practice sustainable behaviour towards the environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

Children at the chapati festival playing on a 
mkokoteni (handcart) 
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Wanalea Children’s Home Christmas Visit 

Wanalea children’s home based in the outskirts of Nairobi in the Ongata Rongai area, was founded in January 2008 in order 
to accommodate orphan, destitute and vulnerable children from Nairobi’s slums and extremely poor rural areas. It currently 
shelters about 30 orphaned children. Besides food and shelter, they are also provided with health care, psychological 
counseling, formal education and school support, as well as love and care.  Armed with Christmas shopping, we paid them a 
visit to spend some quality time & share some Christmas spirit and cheer just before the holidays. Inspiring stories of the 
lovely children concerning their dreams, strides and achievements especially in their education, with some pursuing college 
and university degrees for the betterment of their future.  
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Uvumbuzi Africa is an NGO registered in Kenya, 

dedicated to the protection and conservation of 

wildlife and the environment in Kenya & 

the broader African Continent 

Contact Us Today! 

www.uvumbuziafrica.org 

Email: info@uvumbuziafrica.org 

©All Rights Reserved  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


