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Dear Friend of Uvumbuzi Africa,
In the last ten months, we have all witnessed the scale and severity of COVID-19, with many of us
personally affected by the pandemic. As we come to the end of this seemingly daunting year,
many of you may have wondered how we, as an organization, and the conservation pioneers we
work with, have fared.

The emergence of the pandemic and the ripple effects globally have had a massive impact on the
implementation and anticipated achievements in 2020. Nevertheless, the team was able to
diversify priority efforts. We re-strategized creative ways to increase our online presence through
Sauti Za Conservation; amplify other social media channels; foster integral partnerships; cultivate
conservation champions; take our audience on an adventure into the Masai Mara, and engage
youth across 4
counties in conservation conversations…...many adventures have been had, many
minds transformed!

The highlight of our year despite it all remains our successful collaboration with Nyashinski on a
discovery journey into the heart of the Masai Mara and the subsequent birth of his undying love
affair with Kenyan Conservation. This was made possible with support from our partners- Mara
Elephant Project (MEP), Kenya Wildlife Trust (KWT), Kenya Wildlife Conservancies Association
(KWCA), Masai Mara Wildlife Conservancies Association (MMWCA), Nashulai Mara Conservancy,
and the amazing hospitality of Naserian Mara camp.

This first major discovery journey is the first of the promise for pithier, authentic, and diverse
stories from across Kenya, one which we hope leaves a lasting impression in each one of you ‘to
leave the earth a better place than we found it.’

2

SNIPPETS OF 2020
DISCOVERY, CREATING SPACES & FORGING RELATIONSHIPS

OUR PICNIC CONVERSATIONS ON
CONSERVATION (PiCCs) FORUMS
Uvumbuzi Africa hosted a number of key PiCCs
events in 2020, through which we actively engaged
over 80 young men and women in solution-based
conservation discussions.

The running themes that emerged during these forums
were: skill-based youth involvement; conservation
entrepreneurship; and youth empowerment through
environmental stewardship.

THE ‘ELEPHANT DUNG’ SOAP PROJECT
On our journey into the Masai Mara, we discovered
the quirky and inspiring, youth-run communitybased project at the Nashulai Maasai Conservancy
HQ, that up-cycles elephant dung to make herbal
soap that can be used to treat several skin
ailments.
This project aims to empower youth/women in the
Nashulai environs. The partnership stemming from
this discovery aims to steer support towards and
upscale this project, to meet global market
standards.
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SNIPPETS OF 2020
DISCOVERY, CREATING SPACES & FORGING RELATIONSHIPS

MASAI MARA WILDLIFE CONSERVANCIES ASSOCIATION (MMWCA)
MMWCA continues to make great strides in empowering young men and women through
conservation and tourism in the Masai Mara. Thanks to our partners, KWCA, we have begun to
foster a new and promising relationship with MMWCA, to
collaborate on future youth/women based projects across the conservancies in
the Mara. It is through MMWCA that we were introduced to the Nashulai Soap
project.
OUR 100% CARBON NEUTRAL PARTNER (NASERIAN MARA CAMP)
The Naserian Mara Camp located in Lemek
Conservancy hosted us during our expedition into
the Masai Mara.
It was humbling to discover the resort’s
dedication towards the conservation of the Mara
ecosystem and the empowerment of the local
community. We are thrilled to have forged a
partnership with Naserian Camp and highly
recommend it for the authentic Maasai
experience.
reservations@naserianmaracamp.com
WILDLIFE WORKS
Uvumbuzi Africa is always looking to leverage
platforms, create and share spaces with other
like-minded conservation stakeholders to
promote up-cycling, conservation
entrepreneurship, and business models designed
around environmental stewardship. This year,
Wildlife Works caught our attention, through its
Takataka to Treasure green marketplace that
features locally-made, recycled & up-cycled
products that meet ethical standards. We
continue to define our engagements with them to
maximize the potential of their zero-waste market
events.
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SNIPPETS OF 2020
DISCOVERY, CREATING SPACES & FORGING RELATIONSHIPS

THE VIRTUAL LEWA SAFARI MARATHON
Uvumbuzi Africa participated in the 2020 Virtual Lewa Safari Marathon. Due to Covid-19, the
Uvumbuzi Africa team and its volunteers ran the marathon at the Oloolua Forest (Nairobi), which
is one of Uvumbuzi Africa’s most cherished biodiversity hubs.

VOICES THROUGH OUR PLATFORMS
‘SAUTI ZA CONSERVATION’ WEB SERIES
Early this year, Uvumbuzi Africa launched its
YouTube web-series Sauti Za Conservation
whose premise is to showcase and amplify
unheard voices of young men and women in
conservation, with the aim of steering support
from strategic partners and capable
stakeholders. We have been privileged to have
featured inspiring individuals, including the
legendary Kenyan rapper/singer, Nyashinski.

THE ‘WILD ABOUT LIFE’ CAMPAIGN

In commemoration of World Wildlife Day 2020,
Uvumbuzi Africa, in partnership with Kenya
Wildlife Conservancies Association (KWCA), the
Kenya Wildlife Trust (KWT), and Light Art Club,
launched an online campaign competition,
aimed at engaging youth in
conversations about conservation through
social media, and increasing traffic to the
partners’ online platforms.
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SNIPPETS OF 2020
THE FUSION OF MUSIC, CREATIVITY AND CONSERVATION
THE UVUMBUZI-NYANSHINSKI MARA EXPERIENCE PROJECT
This partnership project, in collaboration with Mara
Elephant Project (MEP), Kenya Wildlife Conservancies
Association (KWCA), Masai Mara Wildlife
Conservancies Association (MMWCA), Kenya Wildlife
Trust (KWT), and Naserian Camp, was aimed at
obtaining compelling content of unheard conservation
stories from the Mara; and collaborating on
conservation impact investment.

The project demonstrated the unique ability of influential artists like Nyashinski, to create
synergy amongst youth from a cross-section of socio-economic backgrounds, and the possibility
of creating links between talent in music, art and creativity, and conservation efforts. Following
the success of this project, Uvumbuzi Africa and Nyashinski continue to explore possible
avenues of future collaborations especially with regard to youth engagement and empowerment
through environmental stewardship.
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SNIPPETS OF 2020
IT’S ALL ABOUT PEOPLE & GIVING BACK

COVID-19 KIBRA SANITATION & FOOD DRIVE INTERVENTION
In response to the Covid-19 pandemic, Uvumbuzi
Africa, and through gracious contributions from
donors and well-wishers, set up four sanitation points
in Kibra, distributed non-perishable food and
essential items to over 60 families, as well as
reusable masks locally made within the urban slum.
This intervention was featured on the pilot episode of
our Sauti web series.

MARAFIKI GREEN LEADERS
This CBO was formed by community youth group members from the Kibra urban-dwelling
area. This year, Marafiki Green became one of Uvumbuzi Africa’s grant recipients for their
circular gardens and IT hub
venture.
ISIOLO CONSERVATIONISTS TRUST
The Isiolo Conservationists Trust (ICT) is a young conservation NGO based in Isiolo, whose
inception was inspired by Uvumbuzi Africa. One of its founders (Issa Boru), is a young Isiolo
resident who was inspired to take his next step as a conservation leader, after attending one of
our PiCCs events held at the Oloolua Forest (Karen, Nairobi). This year, Uvumbuzi Africa gave
ICT a small grant to upscale its tree nursery project in Isiolo County and continues to offer the
budding organization mentorship and the use of the Uvumbuzi Africa office resources as an
incubation hub.

CHRISTMAS CHARITY DRIVE

As part of our annual Christmas donation, Uvumbuzi
Africa selected the Kibra Day Care for the Elderly as
its beneficiary. In a bid to spread the holiday cheer,
our organization donated foodstuff, cleaning
supplies, and spent time engaging with its
membership of over 200 less privileged, aged
persons.
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Wishing you good tidings of the season, health to all of your loved ones, and a more peaceful year
ahead. We hope that our journey has inspired you to in some way support, get involved and journey
Kenya’s breath-taking gems. We remain grateful and privileged to work with and have the support
of partners and donors across the broader Kenyan landscape and other parts of the world, without
whom we would not have been able to survive and thrive amidst the current global challenges.

It is my hope this newsletter will inspire you to support us and join our journey.
https://uvumbuziafrica.org/donate/
If you have any feedback for us, please do not hesitate to email us at
info@uvumbuziafrica.org or uvumbuziafrica.org@gmail.com.

Shukrani mingi,
Moses Kamau,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, UVUMBUZI AFRICA

HAPPY HOLIDAYS & A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!
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